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He's got the Greene light
UMBC coach gives ex-Whitehall star Jay Greene the OK to be more forceful running the Retrievers'

offense.
By Larry O'Rourke
Of The Morning Call

Whitehall High School graduate Jay Greene is a lot like the kid who was thrown the keys to the car and can get it to and
from school, but discovers something new about himself and the wheels every day.

"Sometimes the guys aren't ready for him," University of Maryland-Baltimore County men's basketball coach Randy
Monroe said. "It's not a bad pass, but when people aren't used to him, it can be difficult. | preach, 'Keep your hands up.
Jay will pass you the ball. If you're not ready, the pass will hit you in the face.'

"But he's making adjustments. And sometimes we have to
remind him that, in high school, he had no trouble getting his
shot off. Here, he thinks he's open, but guys come out on him,
they're bigger, and they can block it. We're trying to get him to
adjust by using the pumpfake."

Monroe eventually will get around to reminding Greene and
other young players that defense is best played with active feet,
not just hands.

But there is little doubt Monroe likes most of what he has seen
in Greene's freshman season.

After allowing Greene to watch upperclassmen guide the
Retrievers through the early part of the 2005-06 season,
Monroe promoted Greene to the starting lineup. The 5-8 Greene
has started 17 of the 25 games he has played in, and is
averaging 8.1 points and a team-leading 3.7 assists per game
as UMBC's primary point guard. The Retrievers completed the
regular season with a 9-18 record, and will face Stony Brook on
Friday in the America East Conference tournament's opening

round at Binghamton.

"We just felt after about seven or eight games, we needed an adjustment in the lineup," Monroe said. "He was playing
well, showed great stamina. Every day in practice he was playing better. Sometimes, as freshmen, you want to take a
back seat, not step on toes. That's human nature. It's taken time. But I've told Jay, '"You're like a coach on the floor. If guys
aren't where they're supposed to be, you can tell them where to be.' He's adjusting, becoming more vocal. The guys on
the team love him."

A lot of people loved Greene's game at Whitehall, too. As a senior last winter, he averaged 17 points, six assists and three
steals and was named The Morning Call's Player of the Year, as well as the Lehigh Valley Conference's Most Valuable
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Player. As a junior, Greene averaged 16.4 points, 6.5 assists and four rebounds per game while leading Whitehall to a 27-
4 record, including the District 11 Class 4A title.

But the first few weeks of a college career can be a great equalizer. Greene discovered that at UMBC, where he chose to
take his game after also considering scholarship offers from Wisconsin-Green Bay and Akron.

"Going to college, I'm not sure you can expect to go in there, start right away and make a dramatic impact," Greene said.
"You have to pick your spots, see where you can benefit the most. | think I'm figuring that out.

"But it's tough being a freshman point guard. [We]have two senior captains, a junior captain, and you want to listen to
them. But they expect me to be a leader, too, so I'm trying to be more vocal."

Greene said he also has had to adjust to life as a college basketball player. With UMBC in the America East with Albany,
Binghamton, Boston University, Hartford, Maine, New Hampshire, Stony Brook and Vermont, road trips can end with a
late-night bus ride to an airport, a late-night/early morning flight back to Baltimore, and the need to drag a weary body to a
morning class.

"You get back to school at 3 in the morning, but that's one of the consequences of playing Division |," Greene said. "And
you don't have a choice; if you're on campus, you get to class.

"You have to kind of have more of a one-on-one connection with the professors, let them know you're not going to be
there [while on a road trip]. It's not an excuse; you have to catch up. You have to do schoolwork on the road."

And that's in addition to the learning on the court.

"l had to work on my shooting a lot more," Greene said. "In high school, you can get to the lane and finish. Here, | can't
because of my height. But | really haven't had any [insurmountable] challenges because of the height. | get away with it
because of my quickness. | haven't really played anybody who's quicker, so that's my advantage.

"But the guys are all just taller and quicker [than in high school]. You won't play anyone in Division | who's not as good as
you, or better. So you have to find ways to adjust or improve."

larry.orourke@mcall.com
610-820-6779

» Right to your doorstep! - Click here to subscribe to The Morning Call
» Purchase full page reprints from today's edition and more
» Get news on your cell at www.mcall.com More info

Comment About This Story

Comments: (1000 Character Max) | Total Comments: 0

This space is our place for you to express your opinions in a civil and ‘I
respectful manner. Insensitive, inflammatory and inappropriate posts
are not allowed and will be removed at our discretion.

(I Keep me informed of new comments? | Unsubscribe

NOTE: You must login or register before you can write any comments.

http://www.mcall.com/sports/all-greene(0228,0,7085662.story?coll=all-sports-hed 2/28/2006



He's got the Greene light : The Morning Call Online Page 3 of 3

Ads by Google

Lehigh Valley PA Homes
1000s of homes, property listings and Pennsylvania area information.
kurfiss.com

Lehigh Valley College
Degrees, programs & contact info A student guide from Education.org
www.Education.org/Lehigh-Valley

Free College Scholarship
Complete Online Form & Get Entered Into $10,000 Scholarship Giveaway!
www.FreeCollegeScholarships.net

Lehigh Valley Real Estate

Search 1,000s of homes for sale From Lehigh Valley MLS
JoeMcGavin.com

Medical School Admissions

5,000+ Grads Practicing Medicine. SGU Medical School. Apply Today!
www.SGU.edu

Copyright © 2006, The Morning Call

Classified Partners: Careerbuilder.com | Cars.com | Apartments.com | Homescape.com | ShopLocal.com |

©2006 - The Morning Call Online Customer Service | Subscribe | Feedback | Archives | NIE | Advertise | Privacy Policy

http://www.mcall.com/sports/all-greene(0228,0,7085662.story?coll=all-sports-hed 2/28/2006



